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B-3342 - B-3350 1839-1855 
43-3 E. Hamburg St. (South side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The entire south side of the unit block of E. Hamburg St. (except for 3-7 
E. Hamburg St., west of Patapsco St.) is improved with groups of two and a half 
story, late Federal style brick houses built in the late 1830's and early 1840's 
by John S. Gittings and several other local carpenters to whom he sold lots. 
3-7 E. Hamburg St. are two story, two bay wide gable-roofed brick houses built 
in the 1850's for working class tenants. They are quite similar to other two story 
houses lining Patapsco St. just to the south of these houses. A number of houses 
on this side of Hamburg St. are currently being renovated. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This group of four two story brick houses with gable roofs and front and 
rear roof dormer windows was built in the 1830's and formed part of a group of 
such houses extending along this side of Hamburg St. All of the houses had 
been covered with formstone but 15 and 19 Hamburg have recently had their 
formstone removed. 

The houses are two and a half stories in height, 15 and 17 Hamburg are 13' 
wide, 19 Hamburg is 15' wide, 21 Hamburg is 14' wide, and all occupy lots about 
75' deep. Each house is two rooms deep and probably originally had a one story 
high, two bay deep rear addition. Today, 15 and 17 Hamburg have new one story 
high, two bay deep additions; 19 Hamburg has a two story high, two bay deep 
addition; and 21 Hamburg has the original one story high, two bay deep addition. 
The houses are constructed in running bond but 17 and 21 Hamburg are covered 
with formstone. The steeply pitched gable roofs have a two-tier brick cornice. 
Each house has a front and rear roof broken pedimented dormer window. 21 Hamburg 
has its original standing seam tin roof with wooden snow guard; the roofs of the 
other houses are covered with tarpaper. Each house has a double rectangular 
chimney located on both the front and rear roof gables. At 15 Hamburg the 
chimneys are located on the west side of the house; at 17, 19, and 21 Hamburg 
the chimneys are located on the east side of the house. 21 Hamburg also has a 
rear end chimney located at the south end of the rear addition. 

All of the door and window openings have flat wood lintels and wood sills. 
All of the window openings, except for at 15 Hamburg, are filled with 1/1 double 
hung sash. As of this writing, the window openings at 15 Hamburg are empty, as 
the house is in the process of being renovated. 15, 19, and 21 Hamburg St. 
currently have modern flush doors and 17 Hamburg has a panel door with upper lights. 
All of the doors are set beneath single light transoms. The flush door at 15 
Hamburg will undoubtedly be replaced with a modern six panel door. The houses 
sit on fairly low basements, the entrances being reached by three stone steps 
at 15 and 17 Hamburg, by three brick steps at 19 Hamburg, and by two wood steps 
at 21 Hamburg. Each house has a rectangular coal opening located beneath the 
first floor window. A flat-roofed alleyway runs back between 15 and 17 Hamburg, 
and back under the westernmost bay of 21 Hamburg St. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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See under 35-43 E. Hamburg St. 

This row of houses was built jointly by Gittings and a Joseph Cassell, a carpenter, 
to whom Gittings leased the lots at 15-17 E. Hamburg St. Cassell built the houses 
on those two lots at the same time that Gittings built the houses on the neighboring 
two lots at 19-21 E. Hamburg St.1 The first owner of 15 E. Hamburg St. was an Allan 
Thompson, a ship carpenter; the first owner of 17 E. Hamburg was a Samuel Keck, a 
proprietor of teams. The first owner of 19 E. Hamburg was a Christopher Cook, a coal 
dealer, and the first owner of 21 E. Hamburg St. was a John S. Orem, a watchman.* 
All of these first owners actually lived in the houses. 

Baltimore City Directory, 1842; Baltimore City Land Records, Liber TK 296, Folio 322 

2Ibid., 1840-41, 1842, 1849-50 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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